
THIRD GRADE LIFE 2022-2023

Assignments: Daily homework assignments will be written in the student planners.  Homework is

designed to  reinforce  daily lessons, and I view it as an opportunity for growth in self-discipline

and organizational skills.  If homework is not completed, your child will be able to finish it the

next day during recess.  Homework should never exceed an hour and can often be done during

class.  Take note that there will be a homework grade given for many subjects.

Classroom Environment: Our classroom is a non-threatening, fun, safe, Christ-filled, family
environment in which I encourage your child to always do their best.  Each student is expected to

treat everyone with kindness and respect.  We build each other up in our classroom, not tear each

other down.   There is zero tolerance for drama, unkindness or sass.  If your child has a

behavioral issue that is concerning, you will get an email from me directly.

Communication: Our class homepage on the school website and email is the best way for you to

know what is going on in the classroom.  The calendar tab on my webpage will have test and

project dates as well as the weekly skills in each subject.  In addition, my webpage will have

weekly word lists, videos on concepts we just learned and access to common websites we use in

the classroom.  Friday folders are sent home with graded work and other important information

for you to look through with your child.  Please sign and return Friday Folders to school on

Monday.

Illness and Missed Work: If your child is absent, they will have 3 days to complete their

make-up work.  A folder will be sent home when your student returns to school with all missing

assignments.

Grading and PowerSchool: Grading is based on correct completion of work, quizzes, homework,

participation, projects, neatness and effort. The grading system is: A (90-100), B (80-89), C

(70-79), D (60- 69), and F (below 60).  If a student receives a poor grade on a test or

assignment, the student will have an opportunity to fix and return it for credit.  Missing

assignments = F.  POWERSCHOOL  will not be open for the first couple weeks of school.    The

PowerSchool web portal offers parents the ability to access and review their students’ grades

online.  *New families: You will be given a confidential id and password to access PowerSchool.



Lunch: Lunch time is 11:50. If your child forgets their lunch, it will be provided from the

cafeteria.

Planners, Binder and Homework Folder: Planners will be placed in your child’s binder and will be

sent home every day and must come back every day.   Our planner is a wealth of information as

well as your child’s tool for homework, spelling words, and reading log.  Homework folders will also

be inside your child’s planner. Please make sure it is looked through every night.

Friday Folders: Each Friday, a folder will be sent home with completed and graded school work.

Please sign and return  their “Friday Folder” each Monday.

Tardy:   Our day promptly begins at 8:00, punctuality is appreciated.  If you know your child takes

extra time to unload, a  7:45 arrival time is recommended.

Overview of Subject Areas:  ELA, (English/Spelling/Reading/Writing), Religion, Handwriting,  

Mathematics, Science and History.  Specials are:  Spanish, Music, Computers, Physical Education,

Art & Library.  Music, Computers, and Library are once a week.   Spanish and P.E. are twice a

week. P.E. shirts are bought in the main office and shorts are located at Stitch FX on Eglin Pkwy.

P.E. uniforms are optional in the third grade, but recommended.

English Language Arts (ELA): “Journeys” is our English Language Arts program, which includes

reading, phonics, spelling, writing, grammar, listening, and speaking. The children’s textbook is

provided digitally on my website.  Two workbooks we will use throughout the year are additional

tools used to reinforce learned concepts.

Reading: Daily practice with reading skills will promote greater learning across the curriculum.

Each student will be expected to log at least 20 minutes of daily reading in their planner.  Please

help me to enforce this, as this nightly task will be counted as a grade at the end of each month.

Weekly tests on Fridays  and one reading task will be due each Thursday.  Detailed reading

expectations for the year are located on our class homepage and in student binders.

Writing: We will do a great deal of writing throughout the year to expose the children to many

different types of written expression. Writing skills will be reinforced through our study of

grammar. In handwriting, we will be learning the art of cursive through “Handwriting Without

Tears”.   Neatness is a requirement in the third grade.



Spelling: Students are expected to master high-frequency words in addition to weekly lists of

words. Each Monday, spelling words are written in the students’ planners and tests will be given

every Friday.  Three spelling tasks will be sent home in Friday Folders to be turned in by the

following Thursday. Since the spelling program focuses on students being able to spell across the

curriculum, tests will also include “unseen dictation sentences” which will be new to the students,

but will consist of words learned in prior situations. The sentences will be graded on formal

sentence structure, capitalization, and punctuation. Students are also given the opportunity to

earn 8 extra credit points  in spelling by completing 6 “Spelling Pie” activities each week. The

Spelling Pie is located on our class homepage and copies are available in the classroom.

Math: Through Saxon, we will deepen our knowledge of place value, addition and subtraction

skills, problem solving skills, multiplication, division, money, time, measurement, and geometry. A

strong emphasis will be placed on students mastering “facts” at an automatic level. Learning

addition, subtraction, and multiplication skills with fluency will bridge a smoother transition into

more advanced math skills.  Daily review at home (using practice sheets, flash cards, computer

games, Xtramath.com, etc.) will aid in their success.

Religion: Our  Religion curriculum is Sadlier’s “We Believe”.  Our faith will be strengthened by

learning about our Church community and its leaders. The children will also learn how they can

best love and serve God in their daily lives. Mass with the whole school on Thursdays at 8:15. You

are welcome to take your child to sit with you at Mass.  We attend Adoration every Friday for 30

minutes.   Teaching the students the love of Christ and his ever-presence is woven throughout our

entire day.

Science and History: These subject areas are taught in units. In Nancy Larson Science 3,

children will explore the world beyond their immediate environment as they study earth and

space science. The Nancy Larson Science student link is located on our homepage. Our History

units will focus on communities, map skills, the regions of the United States, and current events.


